[Radiotherapy in rectal cancer: when, why and how?].
Since several decades, radiotherapy plays a crucial role in the management and local control of the rectal adenocarcinoma. The local recurrences pattern of the rectal tumor has completely changed with the systematic use of the Total Mesorectal Excision surgery (TME). In this context, the rate of radiotherapy needs to be reviewed. In this article we propose an overview of the main studies using radiotherapy in a pre- or post-operative setting in the context ofTME surgery. This will help to better define the indications of radiotherapy in rectal cancer.